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of the great work done by the Bombay member in the reformed
Council, It was felt that a "new spirit" had indeed been at work.
The frank, free and fearless criticisms of Pherozeshah were felt to
mark the beginnings of a new era in politics. It was a novel ex-
perience to find the acts and policies of the Government held up in
their very presence to a merciless examination both as regards their
intention and their methods. It was reckoned as something to the
good of the modest measure of reform which had converted the
Legislative Councils from being mere machines for the registration
of official decrees and fiats into assemblies where the people's voice
could be heard and a little daylight let into the mysterious processes
which surround Government measures. It was the recognition of the
elective principle in the creation of the Councils, for which edtcated
public opinion had fought so strenuously, that had mack this pos-
sible. The Tribune of Lahore in its issue of 30 January 1895, put the
issue very clearly in commenting on the work accomplished by
Pherozeshah:
There is one voice in the Imperial Legislative Council which
has struck a note not yet heard inside the walls of die Council
chamber. When the Hon. Mr. P. M. Mehta scornfully spoke of
the exchange compensation during the debate on the Tariff Bill,
the members of the Executive Council and very high officials
winced for the first time. What they had been accustomed to read
in newspapers, and to find in reports of public meetings, which
they never attended, had at length broken through the inviol-
ability of the Council hall, and the strong clear voice of fearless
criticism rang upon their ears for the first time. For the first tiioe
also, the public saw what stuff soiBe of the highest officials s&e
made of .... Sir James Westland tmcoosdoosly iitteced a gyeat
truth when he spoke of the new spirit introduced by Mr. Mebta
into the Council. Yes, there is a new spirit, not introduced by
Mr. Mehta, but which has first found utterance through him. The
new spirit was introduced by the Act of 1892.
After remarking that previous to the passing ol that Act, every
member owed his nomination to the favour of the Executive